The Ascension Of the Lord - Year A, 24th May 2020
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First Recadingl

A reading from the Acts of the Apostl es
Il n my earlier work, Theophil us, | dealt |w
the beginning until the day he gave his |i
through the Holy Spirit, and was taken Up
them after his Passion by many demonstr gt
pear to them and tell them about the Kkiirtg
them, he had told them not to | eave Jer (s
promiégeddes hadiwveBat dyou have heard me spedk
water but you, not many days fromoow, ?J]i
Now having met togetbed, thhesytheked mei mgm
restore the kibhheg droedltioads,snael Por you to |k
the Father has decided by his own aut hortfi
Spirit comes on you, and then you wil/| e
t hroughout Judaea and Samaria, G@Gnd i ndegdgd
As he said this he was |ifted up whil e ¢h
sight. They were still staring into the/|s
near them amhyt haerye syaoiud ,men from Gal il eel| s
sky? Jesus who has been taken up from yqu
back i n the same way as §ou have seen hi|m
Responsori al Psal m

(R.) God mounts his throne to shouts of [j
Al | peoples, clap your hands, cry to God
we must fear, great king over all the egqr
God goes up with shouts of joy; the Lorc
God, sing praise, sing praise to our Kkirng
God is king of all the earth. Sing prai¢de
God reigns on his holy throne. (R.)




Second RepHdimxyy?7

A reading from the first |l etter of St] Pa
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,]|] th
wisdom and perception of what is revepl e
May he enlighten the eyes of your minfd s
holds for you, what rich glories he hps
infinitely great I s the power that he] ha
from the strength of his power at worK i
the dead and to make him sit at his r}jgh
Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or Domina
named, not only in this age, but al so]in
der his feet, and made him, as the rujer
which is his body, the fullness of him w
Gospel AcciMmtamat L ®.n20

Al l el ui a, allelui a!

Go and teach all people my gospel

Al l el ui a!

Gos pmwmtl 28016

A reading from the holy Gospel accord|l ng
he el even disciples set out for Gal. ee
to meet them. When they saw him they Fel
hesitated. Jesus came up @alnld asuptohkoer ittoy] tih
on earth has been given to me. Go, there
baptise them in the name of the Fathefp a
teach them to observe all the commandmen
with you al ways; yék&s, to the end of t}] me
Communi on Amtt i2ghd®n

Behol d, |l am with you al ways,

even to the end of the age, alleluia




EXPLORI NG THE WORD

* ;’
‘seplpt“pal The feast of the Ascensilon
separation of Jesus frorm tt

[m this text promises hiics tlhe
end obAfttiemre t hree years Jof
Not the only Ascension |[praying with the disciplles,
The description of Jesus being taken t ﬁ lclont ! nu? his wor kf ! nr the
up into heaven is a close parallel to the cha enge or some 0 the ¢
description of the great prophet Elijah P " ¢pared to go to the agpoli
also being taken up to heaven. Chapter jP€spi t e their misgivingq ar
2 of 2 Kings describes Elijah speaking jt hem out to all nations/| Je
to his disciple Elisha in similar words jaut hori ty that was once |the
to those used by Jesus to his disciples. JGod of | srael; Jesus ha{d be
The Jewish tradition had no belief in §t he | i vi ng God, and hi s |pr e
an individual resurrection and so the ghi s di sci pl es through tHRe I

idea of Ascension was to recognise the
greatness of the prophet. He wastobe fADespi te this affirmatioln f

united with God in Heaven ratherthan flued presenc
having to wait for the great resurrection f\wh at woul d
of all people at the end of time. they may ha

, the discigl es:s
appen next. Ref
e felt. Whatt di

< >0

MAKI NG CONNECTI ONS
Opportunities for discussion and |Jper

1 Know that | amédwn twhatouway svadyes.you sense | he
yourself, in the church and in the worl d?

1 @GGo therefore and maketHowsdoplyes efkealbunaltbobd
of the church? How can you bring the | ife] of

1 As you near the completion of your time wjth
to wanting to become a disciple of Jesus.|] Sh
your decision Refl ect on your way forwarld [

q Give witness to your faith this week by |} vi
humility, respond to the needs of others,|] pr

1 Know that | am with you adMeawws;j spes hissovighee

ti mes of doubt or di stress

DI'D YOU KNOW?

1 The Ascension of Jesus i s d¢dtliabletdh oounglhy gihner

shorter ve®®siGor pied .LuTkheer e are also all usijons
New Testament (such as 4JioBHOn .6: 62, or EpheJia

1 I n Ma®Gt ewpel, many of the idnpbetante momalb e s
taintops: his temptation, hi s t&ernmdn gourr d@fth eo
and now this final i nstruction to his disfiop
ses, the great | eader and | awgiver who enfcou

1 Matthew shows Jesus as fulfilling and extjnd
had been for the people of I srael, Jesus Jsen
ish people had faith in the name of God, |Jhw
name of the Father, Son and Spirit
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Pari sh Soci al Ju
BRI GI DI NE ASYLUM SEEK

BASP - Committed Courageous Compassionate

eep i n mind our obligations
Think AbDanhattons are always we¢l c

Pl ease Kk

Er:

COV I1Do
THINGS WE MUST GET USE TO |DO

COVIID® wi ||l be around until there iIis g v
wherever you are and whomever you are] wi
avoid touching ones face.
Remember, that i f you are showing any] si
cold or flu, stay isolated ankkdn ssalred ujoe
of us wants to be respoln9 itha eanfyoornec,argry i
anyone.
Al so, at the entrance of the Church, 0o n
sanitisers and sign in books, which A} I
end of each activity, someone wi |l be]re
surfaces. The Church will have only ope

Regarkrs Geof f

CHILD SAFETY
Dear St ®Maartahioner s,
My role as Child Safety Officer and the
to ensure that children and vulner abl a
Parish Property or attending a pari shjru
Our focus at present I &8 Cohiftdn&hifiseeytjpeol
once approved wil/ be awawé¢ldbil teeon th S
An i mportant requirement in the polic i
possess a Working with Children cert.i I C
regi stered in a Parish Data Base. To SSs
contact with chi®&dPaniabh SobuMdcgouapljas
your WWC certificate, &@oWwnde®oaaf t@en Eu § tMa
Macamt avebsite or collect from office,] si
post, email or person
Thank you for your much appreciated cpnt
has been extremely chall enged during hi
Yours sincerely Car mel Mc Gr at h
St MadcarQGhainl d Safety Officer




COVID-19 restrictions - What is next for us at St Macartan@?

Hello everyone,

Last week, | gave you all the facts and available options from the Government and
permissions from the Archdiocese. | have heard many people re-tell me their own versions
and interpretations, based on what they have heard or seen happening in other Parishes.

First of all, the Archdiocese permission to relax restrictions and there timely
implementation, is up to the Parish Priest of each Parish. As each Parish has different
levels of support and different numbers of active parishioners.

An example would be - A Parish that only gets a handful of parishioners per weekday

Masses, can easily open their doors to weekday Mass and still comply to the 10 person per
Mass rule. Or a Parish that decides to open for weekday or weekend Mass and restrict it to
10 people, may have someone at the door locking it after 10 people. Turning others away!

At St Macartan@Q we (on average), have 40 people attending weekday Mass and over 720
attending our 4 Sunday Masses. So opening for 10 people only, is impracticable and unfair.
The same with opening for only 20 people. But when rules allow 50 people, | will reopen
for weekday Masses. When we are allowed 100 people, | will reopen for Sunday Masses
with Yossibly,(h book in system operating? This may mean you might only get to
physically attend every 2nd Sunday Mass.

Our State Premier Daniel Andrews, announced the following - Remember these numbers
are for people allowed in Cafes, which, | hope will transfer into worship service numbers:
9  1stJune: 20 people allowed in Cafes

9 22ndJune: 50 people allowed in Cafes (I hope to open Church for weekday Masses)
q Mid July: 100 people allowed in Cafes (I hope to open Church for ALL Masses)

So things have changed and will continue to do so, as restrictions slowly get relaxed.
Please be patient, as there are a myriad of things that have to be put in place behind the
scenes, to ensure compliance to the ever changing rules.

ALLOWED TO RESTART - IMMEDIATELY

Monday night Rosary Group of 10 or less, meeting in the Church.

Tuesday night St John@Q Gospel Bible study group of 10 or less, meeting in Hall.
Reconciliation - By booking in through the office (Max 10 each time).

Baptisms - By booking in through Parish office (one family of less than 10 per week)
Baptism preparation classes - via zoom. Call Parish office.

Flower delivery and flower arrangers - Coordinate through Fr Geoff

Church cleaning roster - Coordinate through Fr Geoff

Mass readers roster (Sunday video Mass only).

=A =4 =4 -4 -4 -4 -4 -4

Blessings to you all and keep praying - Fr Geoff




SCHOOL NEWS
St Macartan@Q Primary School

WhatQ happening re: COVID-19 at our School?

The return to school will take place in two stages.
This will give the Victorian Chief Health Officer and Government time to monitor and
evaluate the effects that the staged return to school has on the increased movement of
people and transmission within the community.

Schools will begin a staged return from remote and distance learning as follows:

Stage 1 Monday 25 May 2020 - Pupil free day to enable the planning necessary to ensure
the successful transition back to school can be completed. Tuesday 26 May 2020— Prep,
Year 1 and 2 children return to school. Remote and distance learning will continue for the
students in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6. During Stage 1, the existing model of onsite schooling for
students who cannot be supervised at home and vulnerable children will remain in place.

Stage 2 Tuesday 9 June 2020 — Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 return to school. All students will attend
school as normal from Tuesday 9 June 2020.

School will "look different" from what students, parents and staff were used to. St
MacartanQis focused on the very important role in both protecting the health of our
students and staff, and in supporting broader efforts to slow the spread of COVID-19.

| really want to express my gratitude to Principal Colleen McGreal
and her leadership team, who have been magnificent in leading the school
through this Covid-19 crisis.

Also to you parents; your support and encouragement has, | know, meant a lot to them.
| have been very impressed with the schools efforts to always seek out the best ways to
continue teaching your children, even though, it sometimes meant extra pressure and
work done behind the scenes by many teachers.

Importantly too, were their decisions and courses of actions that were based on best
health advice, to protect your children.

Well done to all involved at St Macartan@Q Primary School
What a magnificent part of the Parish.

Blessings
Fr Geoff
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